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a new education-driven division of labor in peasant households
ZHOU Xincheng
Wuhan University,

Three systems in one family :

Wuhan 430072, China)

Abstract: Based on a nationwide multi-site study, it was found that in recent years, the phenomenon of young mothers returning

(School of Sociology,

to their hometowns to accompany their children to school has become increasingly common, and the mode of division of labor in
peasant families is changing from ‘two systems in one family” to “three systems in one family”. Under the new form of “three
systems in one family”, there are typological differences in the timing, motivation and effects of young mothers returning to their
hometowns to accompany their children to school; young fathers are becoming more of the economic pillars of their families, and
they go out to work all year round ; and middle-aged and elderly grandparents mostly have to provide resource support for their off-
spring’s families. The generation of the “three systems in one family” is driven by structural pressures such as competition in edu-
cation and the reconstruction of socialization paths for adolescents, and it is guaranteed by the basic education system with the
function of de-classification, the protective urban-rural dual structure and the market-society dual system, and by the ethic of the
new familism and the ethic of “paternalism”. The new familism ethic and the “paternalism” ethic of educational responsibility pro-
vide a value base for peasant families to form a high degree of family integration around their children’s education. The “three sys-
tems in one family” has highlighted the developmental resilience of peasant families, but meanwhile also led to excessive structur-
al pressures on peasant families and increased risks of family vulnerability.

Keywords: County and rural peasant families; Three systems in one family; Accompanying students; Protection-oriented ur-

ban-rural dual structure; New familyism
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